CRAWFORD WILLIAMSON LONG, M.D.
PHYSICIAN-PHARMACIST OF JEFFERSON, GA.

Discoverer of General Anesthesia by use of ether,

Born at Danielsville, Ga., November 1, 1815; died at Athens, Ga., june 6, 1878,



CRAWFORD WILLIAMSON LONG



— e s A e A e — =1

JOURNAL OF THE
AMERICAN
PHARMACEUTICAL
ASSOCIATION

VOL. VIII DECEMBER, 1919 NO, 12

CRAWFORD WILLIAMSON LONG, DISCOVERER OF ETHER-
ANESTHESIA; A PHYSICTIAN-PHARMACIST.*

Crawford W. Long's American ancestry dates back to 1762, when his great-
grandfather emigrated from Ireland and came to Pennsylvania. Captain Samuel
Long, grandfather of the subject of this sketch, settled in Georgia in 1792. Craw-
ford W. Long, son of James and Elizabeth (Ware) Long, was born at Danielsville,
Ga., November 1, 1815. He received his academic education in Franklin College,
Athens, Ga., and studied at Transylvania University, Lexington, Ky., in 1836,
and thereafter in the Medical Department of the University of Pennsylvania,
graduating in 1839. After gaining experience in New York hospitals, Dr. Long
returned to Georgia and began his practice of medicine and surgery in Jefferson.
It was here, on March 30, 1842, that he performed the first surgical operation under
a general anesthesia, using ether. While Dr. Long was a physician he conducted
a drug store for many years and devoted himself to the interests of pharmacy.
In 1851 he removed to Athens, Ga., where he practiced medicine until the year of
his death, 1878.

T'o this great man’s credit be it said that he sought no other reward than ac-
knowledgment of priority as discoverer of ether-anesthesia and the service ren-
dered thereby to humanity. E. G. E.

*These data are taken from the paper by Joseph L. Jacobs, PROCEEDINGS, A, PH. A.,Vol.
XLV, pp. 315-322, and that on Boston’s Ether Monument before Section on Historical Phar-
macy, A. Ph. A., New York meeting, 1919, by Charles M. Ford. We are indebted to the former
author for the use of the photograph for the frontispiece and for other courtesies to Lewis and
Coffee, of Atlanta, Ga.
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